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You may have heard of…
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Deceptive 
Journals

[ Bad ]

Predatory 
Journals

[ Bad ]

Illegitimate 
Journals

[ Bad ]

Hijacked 
Journals

[ Bad ]

Journals operating in bad faithMeaning:



What is Predatory journals and publishers?
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Nature(2019), “Predatory journals: no definition, no defence”
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03759-y

Predatory journals and publishers are

entities that prioritize self-interest at

the expense of scholarship and are

characterized by false or misleading

information, deviation from best

editorial and publication practices, a

lack of transparency, and/or the use

of aggressive and indiscriminate

solicitation practices.

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03759-y


About Predatory journals and 
publishers
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Asking authors to 
publish for a fee

(Open Access model) 

No peer-review or 
edit services

Exist only to make 
money.
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https://vimeo.com/151882443

https://vimeo.com/151882443


Before you submit a manuscript…

6

Are you submitting your research to a 
trusted journal?
Is it the right journal for your work?

Reference this list for your chosen journal to 
check if it is trusted.
Check list >> 
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/

If you can answer ‘yes’ to most or all of the 
questions on the list.
Check list >> 
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/
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Common Characteristics of 
Predatory Journals



Common Characteristics -1
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Has a journal name, URL, and/or branding that is very 
similar to a reputable journal.

[Real] Clinical & Experimental Ophthalmology

[Fake] Journal of Clinical & Experimental Ophthalmology

Provide a false, less, unclear contact information.

1

2

[Sample] Advances in Social Science and Culture

Do not submit your manuscript!!

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/14429071
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-experimental-ophthalmology.html
http://www.scholink.org/ojs/index.php/assc/index


Common Characteristics -2
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Rapid publication is promised

[Sample] International Journal of Applied Sciences: Current 
and Future Research Trends

3

4

Do not submit your manuscript!!

Report a fake journal ranking information (IF) or a bogus 
scholarly metric.

[Sample] European Journal of Chemistry

https://ijascfrtjournal.isrra.org/index.php/Applied_Sciences_Journal/call_for_papers
https://www.eurjchem.com/index.php/eurjchem


Common Characteristics -3
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5 Use of spam emails or flattering emails to solicit 
articles or direct email request to submit an article

Do not submit your manuscript!!



Common Characteristics -4
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[Sample] 
International Journal of Nursing and Health Care Research

6

7

OA journal ≠ Predatory journal

Is not indexed in large, trusted databases of scholarly 
work.

[Sample] Journal of Fertilization: In Vitro

Most of predatory publishers exploit the open access (OA) 
publishing model.  

https://thenursingjournals.org/
https://www.longdom.org/fertilization-in-vitro.html


Common Characteristics -5
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[Sample] Chinese Journal of Medical Genetics

8

9 No ISSN or provide a fake ISSN 

[Sample] Journal of Biochemistry and Biotechnology

Unclear or deceptive fees and copyright policies.

An ISSN is not a guarantee of quality or 
validity of contents

http://zhyxycx.life/index.php/cjmg/index
https://www.alliedacademies.org/journal-biochemistry-biotechnology/
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Ways to Spot a Predatory Journal



Way 1.
Check the list of potential 
predatory journals
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BEALL'S LIST
https://beallslist.net/standalone-journals/

Resource

1. You also need to check the name of the publisher.

2. Journals change in their business and editorial
practices over time. Therefore, this list may not reflect
sudden, unreported, or unknown enhancements.

Please Note

Retraction Watch Hijacked Journal Checker
https://reurl.cc/NqGEy9

https://beallslist.net/standalone-journals/
https://reurl.cc/NqGEy9
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Retraction Watch Hijacked Journal Checker



Way 2.
Find the correct impact 
factor for a journal
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InCites JCR
https://jcr.clarivate.com/

Resource

If you are off campus, connect to the TMU VPN before
accessing InCites JCR.

Please Note

https://jcr.clarivate.com/


18 Wulfenia, https://www.multidisciplinarywulfenia.org/

https://www.multidisciplinarywulfenia.org/
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1

2 3

1

2

3



Way 3.
Is the journal a
questionable OA journal?
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Directory of Open Access Journals
(DOAJ)
https://doaj.org/

Resource

1. DOAJ is a online directory of high quality, peer
reviewed open access journals.

2. The journals listed in DOAJ means it has less risk of
predatory journals.

Please Note

https://doaj.org/
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Way 4.
Is the journal indexed in
the reputable databases?
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NLM Catalog (Medline journal list)
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog

Resource

InCites JCR
https://jcr.clarivate.com/

Or search for the journal title in the databases where it
is indexed.

Please Note

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog
https://jcr.clarivate.com/
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International Journal of Nursing and Health Care Research, 
https://thenursingjournals.org/

https://thenursingjournals.org/
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog?ter
m=2688-9501%5BISSN%5D

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog?term=2688-9501%5BISSN%5D
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Question: Is it reputable if the journal really 
indexed in…

 Pubmed

 Pubmed Central (PMC)

 Medline

 Web of Science (WOS)

 Scopus

 Google Scholar
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Question: Is it reputable if the journal really 
indexed in…

 Pubmed

 Pubmed Central (PMC)

✓ Medline

✓ Web of Science (WOS)

◆ Scopus ← Maybe

 Google Scholar



Practice: 
Which journal is the fake journal?
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Turkish Journal of Physiotherapy and 
Rehabilitation

https://turkjphysiotherrehabill.org/

https://turkjphysiotherrehabill.org/
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Turkish Journal of Physiotherapy and 
Rehabilitation

https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/tjpr

https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/tjpr
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• No ISSN

• No information about Article processing charges

• Cannot find the publisher information

【Other Hints】



Journal Evaluation Tool
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1. Think. Check. Submit.
Provide a framework and checklist to critically evaluate journals.
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

2. Journal Evaluation RUBRIC
A scoring sheet that anyone can use to determine the credibility of 
a journal.
https://digitalcommons.lmu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1041
&context=librarian_pubs

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://digitalcommons.lmu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1041&context=librarian_pubs


(May be) White list
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✓ NLM Catalog (“Currently indexed for Medline” only)

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog

✓ DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals)

Online directory of high quality, peer reviewed open access journals.
https://doaj.org/

✓ COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics)

Membership directory of editors and journals involved in publication 
ethics and ethical best practices in publishing.
https://publicationethics.org/members

✓ OASPA (Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association)

Membership directory of rigorously vetted open access publishers.
https://oaspa.org/membership/members/

✓ InCites JCR (SCI/SSCI list)
https://jcr.clarivate.com/jcr/home

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog
https://doaj.org/
https://publicationethics.org/members
https://oaspa.org/membership/members/
https://jcr.clarivate.com/jcr/home


34 https://library.tmu.edu.tw/predatory/en/index.html

https://library.tmu.edu.tw/predatory/en/index.html


Problems??

Ask us at the Reference 
Desk, we will do our best 
to solve your problems.

Email Address

asktmul@tmu.edu.tw

Phone Number

(02) 2736 1661 #2515

Location

3F, Comprehensive Medical 
Building (Rear building)

Service Hours

Mon ~ Fri

10:00-13:00, 13:30-17:00
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