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Predatory Journals



What is Predatory journals and publishers?
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Nature(2019), “Predatory journals: no definition, no defence”
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03759-y

Predatory journals and publishers are

entities that prioritize self-interest at

the expense of scholarship and are

characterized by false or misleading

information, deviation from best

editorial and publication practices, a

lack of transparency, and/or the use

of aggressive and indiscriminate

solicitation practices.

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03759-y


About Predatory journals and 
publishers
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Asking authors to 
publish for a fee

(Open Access model) 

No peer-review or 
edit services

Exist only to make 
money.



Common Characteristics -1

5

Has a journal name, URL, and/or branding that is very 
similar to a reputable journal.

[Real] Clinical & Experimental Ophthalmology

[Fake] Journal of Clinical & Experimental Ophthalmology

Provide a false, less, unclear contact information.

1

2

[Sample] Advances in Social Science and Culture

Do not submit to this!

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/14429071
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-experimental-ophthalmology.html
http://www.scholink.org/ojs/index.php/assc/index


Common Characteristics -2
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Rapid publication is promised

[Sample] International Journal of Applied Sciences: Current 
and Future Research Trends

3

4

Do not submit to this!

Report a fake journal ranking information (IF) or a bogus 
scholarly metric.

[Sample] European Journal of Chemistry

https://ijascfrtjournal.isrra.org/index.php/Applied_Sciences_Journal/call_for_papers
https://www.eurjchem.com/index.php/eurjchem


Common Characteristics -3
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5 Use of spam emails or flattering emails to solicit 
articles or direct email request to submit an article

Do not submit to this!



Common Characteristics -4
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[Sample] 
International Journal of Nursing and Health Care Research

6

7

OA journal ≠ Predatory journal

Is not indexed in large, trusted databases of scholarly 
work.

[Sample] Journal of Fertilization: In Vitro

Most of predatory publishers exploit the open access (OA) 
publishing model.  

https://thenursingjournals.org/
https://www.longdom.org/fertilization-in-vitro.html


Common Characteristics -5
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[Sample] Chinese Journal of Medical Genetics

8

9 No ISSN or provide a fake ISSN 

[Sample] Journal of Biochemistry and Biotechnology

Unclear or deceptive fees and copyright policies.

An ISSN is not a guarantee of quality or 
validity of contents

http://zhyxycx.life/index.php/cjmg/index
https://www.alliedacademies.org/journal-biochemistry-biotechnology/
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• Ways to Spot a Predatory Journal

Predatory Journals



Way 1.
Check the list of potential 
predatory journals
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BEALL'S LIST
https://beallslist.net/standalone-journals/

Resource

1. You also need to check the name of the publisher.

2. Journals change in their business and editorial
practices over time. Therefore, this list may not reflect
sudden, unreported, or unknown enhancements.

Please Note

Retraction Watch Hijacked Journal Checker
https://reurl.cc/NqGEy9

https://beallslist.net/standalone-journals/
https://reurl.cc/NqGEy9
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Retraction Watch Hijacked Journal Checker



Way 2.
Find the correct impact 
factor for a journal
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InCites JCR
https://jcr.clarivate.com/

Resource

If you are off campus, connect to the TMU VPN before
accessing InCites JCR.

Please Note

https://jcr.clarivate.com/


15 Wulfenia, https://www.multidisciplinarywulfenia.org/

https://www.multidisciplinarywulfenia.org/
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1

2 3

1

2

3



Way 3.
Is the journal a
questionable OA journal?
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Directory of Open Access Journals
(DOAJ)
https://doaj.org/

Resource

1. DOAJ is a online directory of high quality, peer
reviewed open access journals.

2. The journals listed in DOAJ means it has less risk of
predatory journals.

Please Note

https://doaj.org/
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Way 4.
Is the journal indexed in
the reputable databases?

19

NLM Catalog (Medline journal list)
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog

Resource

InCites JCR
https://jcr.clarivate.com/

Or search for the journal title in the databases where it
is indexed.

Please Note

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog
https://jcr.clarivate.com/
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International Journal of Nursing and Health Care Research, 
https://thenursingjournals.org/

https://thenursingjournals.org/
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog?ter
m=2688-9501%5BISSN%5D

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog?term=2688-9501%5BISSN%5D
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Mega journals



What is ‘Mega journals ’?
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Mega journals are open access, peer-reviewed, 
have a broad subject scope, the research articles 
are judged by scientific and methodological 
soundness, which causes the low rejection rate 
has made the journals growing big.

PLoS One (ISSN 1932-6203) was the first mega 
journal and has been very successful.



Main characteristics
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◼ A large quantity of articles under the journal title

◼ Broad coverage of different subject areas;

◼ Fully open access journal

◼ Peer-reviewed

◼ Author pays article processing charge to cover the 
costs of publishing

◼ Accepting articles for publication based on whether 
they are technically sound rather than selecting for 
perceived importance



Are Mega journals predatory 
journals ?

25

Mega journals are not equal to predatory journals.



Why do you need to avoid 
‘Mega journals’?
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May affect the scholarly reputation, promotion, or 
application for grant if you list mega journal 
articles.

1

2

3

The reviewers may come from different research 
areas lead to unstable article quality.

Accepted articles may be considered less 
important and novel.



27 The Rapid Growth of Mega-Journal. https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2802853

Partial list of mega journals

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2802853
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Controversial Publishers



Q1.
How do you think about 
‘Special Issue’?
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Q2. 
In your opinion, should a 
journal have more special 
issues than regular issues? 



30 Mark A. Hanson, Pablo Gómez Barreiro, Paolo Crosetto, Dan Brockington. (2023) The strain on 
scientific publishing. https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2309.15884

https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2309.15884
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Mark A. Hanson, Pablo Gómez Barreiro, Paolo Crosetto, Dan Brockington. (2023) The strain on 
scientific publishing. https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2309.15884

https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2309.15884
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Q3.
Do you know this case?

(March 20, 2023)

Nearly 50 journals delisted from 
Web of Science!

https://clarivate.com/blog/supporting-integrity-of-the-scholarly-record-our-
commitment-to-curation-and-selectivity-in-the-web-of-science/

https://clarivate.com/blog/supporting-integrity-of-the-scholarly-record-our-commitment-to-curation-and-selectivity-in-the-web-of-science/


About this case…
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◼ At the start of the year (2023), more than 500 journals 
were flagged.

◼ More than 50 of the flagged journals have failed their 
quality criteria and have subsequently been de-listed.

◼ It is known that the International Journal of Environmental 
Research and Public Health (MDPI) and 19 journals under 
Hindawi have been delisted. 

1. TMUL News Flash(2023).  Forwarding information related to Web of Science journal coverage
2. Retraction Watch (2023). Nearly 20 Hindawi journals delisted from leading index amid concerns of 

papermill activity

https://library.tmu.edu.tw/Forms/Form0405/Form0405_V.aspx?ID=298
https://retractionwatch.com/2023/03/21/nearly-20-hindawi-journals-delisted-from-leading-index-amid-concerns-of-papermill-activity/


Why do you need to avoid 
‘Controversial Publishers’?
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Had published several papers generated by a 
papermill.

1

2

3

The number of special issues raises concerns about 
the accuracy of citation rates.

Problems with the peer review process 
(inappropriate conduct during peer review).

Published papers that were outside the scope of 
the journal.

4



Why do you need to avoid 
‘Controversial Publishers’?
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5 More and more institutions are discouraging 
submissions to these questionable publishers. 
Ex: ▪ National Taiwan University

→ Reference (Mandarin)

▪ Zhejiang Gongshang University (China)
→ Reference

▪ The Ministry of Universities Malaysia
→ Reference

▪ TMU College of Medical Science and Technology 
→ Reference [1] [2]

This is expected to trend in future TMU Policy.

http://rd.mc.ntu.edu.tw/bomrd/ntu2/news_txt.asp?pno=5512
https://predatoryreports.org/news/f/mdpi-frontiers-and-hindawi-are-blacklisted-by-a-university
https://ppt.cc/faS3Xx
https://comst.tmu.edu.tw/article/305
https://comst.tmu.edu.tw/article/306
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Scholars in Malaysia are no longer allowed to use public funds to 
publish articles in journals owned by MDPI, Hindawi and Frontiers.

Tran Huynh. (2023) 3 major publishers on the blacklist. TuoiTre Online. https://ppt.cc/faS3Xx

https://ppt.cc/faS3Xx


What are ‘Controversial Publishers’?

37

MDPI

Frontiers

Hindawi



Before you submit a manuscript…
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Are you submitting your research to a 
trusted journal?
Is it the right journal for your work?

Reference this list for your chosen journal to 
check if it is trusted.
Check list >> 
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/

If you can answer ‘yes’ to most or all of the 
questions on the list.
Check list >> 
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/


Journal Evaluation Tool

39

1. Think. Check. Submit.
Provide a framework and checklist to critically evaluate journals.
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

2. Journal Evaluation RUBRIC
A scoring sheet that anyone can use to determine the credibility of 
a journal.
https://digitalcommons.lmu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1041
&context=librarian_pubs

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://digitalcommons.lmu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1041&context=librarian_pubs


(May be) White list

40

✓ NLM Catalog (“Currently indexed for Medline” only)

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog

✓ DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals)

Online directory of high quality, peer reviewed open access journals.
https://doaj.org/

✓ COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics)

Membership directory of editors and journals involved in publication 
ethics and ethical best practices in publishing.
https://publicationethics.org/members

✓ OASPA (Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association)

Membership directory of rigorously vetted open access publishers.
https://oaspa.org/membership/members/

✓ InCites JCR (SCIE/SSCI list)
https://jcr.clarivate.com/jcr/home

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog
https://doaj.org/
https://publicationethics.org/members
https://oaspa.org/membership/members/
https://jcr.clarivate.com/jcr/home


Other resources
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✓ List of preferred scientific journals for publishing 
research (medicine, health and biology)
－released by The Conference of Deans of Medicine (France) and 

the National Council of Universities for Health Disciplines (France)
https://conferencedesdoyensdemedecine.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/06/Liste-de-revues-recommandables-SU-Med-
29-06-23-Finale.pdf

✓ The Retraction Watch Hijacked Journal Checker
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ak985WGOgGbJRJbZFanok
tAN_UFeExpE/edit#gid=364865985

✓ DOAJ: journals added and withdrawn
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/183mRBRqs2jOyP0qZWXN8
dUd02D4vL0Mov_kgYF8HORM/edit#gid=0

https://conferencedesdoyensdemedecine.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Liste-de-revues-recommandables-SU-Med-29-06-23-Finale.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ak985WGOgGbJRJbZFanoktAN_UFeExpE/edit#gid=364865985
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/183mRBRqs2jOyP0qZWXN8dUd02D4vL0Mov_kgYF8HORM/edit#gid=0


42 https://library.tmu.edu.tw/predatory/en/index.html

https://library.tmu.edu.tw/predatory/en/index.html


Problems??

Ask us at the Reference 
Desk, we will do our best 
to solve your problems.

Email Address

asktmul@tmu.edu.tw

Phone Number

(02) 2736 1661 #2515

Location

3F, Comprehensive Medical 
Building (Rear building)

Service Hours

Mon ~ Fri

10:00-13:00, 13:30-17:00
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